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Hineni- Solidarity + JFood and Israeli Agriculture 
Target Audience:
Jewish groups 16+
Length of Tour: 90 minutes
Goal:
There are three ways to give this tour:
1) With an emphasis on the oscillating story – this is to be used if the group are going to be doing a lecture or a workshop in the Tisch Center.
2) A regular group visiting from overseas which we will refer to as a “solidarity group”. The emphasis should be on moments when World Jewry or individual Jews had a moment of “peoplehood” and came to Israel to help the country and to show their support.
3) Highlighting stations and stories within the narrative and artefacts of the museum that refer to Jewish Food and Israeli Agriculture 
Themes:
· Decisions – the decisions that were made for us, the decisions our ancestors made, the decisions we are and will make – individually and collectively 
· Narratives – our identities and realities are built on the stories we tell and are told, and how we tell them – to ourselves and to others 
· Innovation and Evolution – the Jewish people create new ideas and solutions with every generation, within every place to respond to the needs and challenges of the moment.  This can be related also to food.
· Challenges- What momentous challenges or shifts have the Jewish people encountered in the past, and how did they respond to them? How did it impact Jewish communities? 
· Turning Points- How did we respond? What did we carry with us? How do we tell (or not tell) those stories today? Oscillating stories within the museum- ups and downs. Are recipes, stories and traditions around food something we also carry with us?
Solidarity – We need to acknowledge and appreciate the fact that the visitors made the difficult choice to come to Israel during a war. The tour must touch on what Jews are feeling post Oct 7. What is the fall out around the world. How are Jews responding to it and what actions are they taking. Where have we seen this in other places and times in our history.

Intro (lobby, Chodorov)
ANU Museum, renovation, Jewish peoplehood, “You are part of the story”
Welcome to ANU! Thank you for visiting Israel and showing your solidarity with us during this critical time in the story of the Jewish People. 
Today, you are here not just for a tour of a museum, but for an opportunity to immerse yourself – and your past and future – into the story of the Jewish people, and perhaps, most profoundly, learn about someone else’s.
You are also here to think about your personal story - what we tell about ourselves, especially to others, truly shapes the fabric of our current Jewish peoplehood. As we move through the museum, we invite you to think about how your own stories inform our present day.
There is a saying: “A people who don’t forget are never forgotten.”
The Jewish people do not forget: so much of our collective identity and traditions are wrapped around stories and anecdotes passed down from generation to generation. We also see, especially in our lives since October 7, 2023 until today that we are quite literally living within a massive global Jewish event which will not soon be forgotten. 
As we go through the museum, think about your own Jewish story and narrative – the stories you were told about who you are and why you do what you do. 
When you see an image, a quote, an exhibit that you connect with, take a picture of it. 
· A few questions to keep in mind as we go through the museum –
· Where do you see yourself (and not see yourself) here? What is familiar and not familiar (even uncomfortable?)
What were you told about your family’s immigration story? Think less in terms of dates and facts and more in terms of memories, sentiments, stories, fears, traditions around food, passed on.
This tour will also include the three/four options of how Jews responded to tragedy throughout history:
1. Assimilate/convert
2. Insulate
3. Find a middle ground
4. For the first time in modern Jewish history: we have the opportunity to defend ourselves and have our own country. 
Note: If you choose to speak about Chodorov or any other synagogue – emphasize that the word Beit Knesset – was a house of coming together – a community centre, a place to send your children to learn cheder, a place to pray and read the Torah but also often housed and operated a soup kitchen where people with little means could come and eat if they needed to.

***October 7th Gallery***
This gallery can be included at the beginning or end of the tour, based on availability. Give your group a quick description of the gallery outside of the gallery, then instruct them that they have 7-10 minutes to walk around inside. Tell them you will be in the gallery with them if they have any questions, but that the gallery is not meant to be guided while inside. After 7-10 minutes, have your group meet you near the entrance to either continue with the tour, or wrap up if you are visiting this gallery at the end. 

You can point out that a lot of the reaction to the Oct 7 and its fall out was connected to food – mobilizing and sending food to soldiers when the army was struggling in the initial few days. Also to volunteer on the abandoned kibbutzim to pick the fruit and vegetables that were left in the fields. Still today many kibbutzim in the north and the south are still not functioning and are relying on volunteers.



First Floor:
1. Codex
a. One thing we have always carried with us is our collective stories. We act them out through holidays and traditions, we carry them with us in our daily lives through the languages we speak, the food we cook and serve and the places which we call home. 
b. Explain background of the Codex: 1100 years old, purchased in 2023 by Alfred Moses from Sotheby's for $38.1 million. Most expensive Jewish object ever sold. 
c. Emphasize the importance of telling our stories- receiving from the previous generations and passing down to the next generation. The annotations made throughout the Codex help readers know how to read, sing and interpret different parts. How we're telling our story.
d. The annotations helped send messages about how to read, sing and interpret different parts - this is another way we pass on our story and our tradition to the next generation.
e. Codex arrived in Israel on October 5, 2023. 
f. Reminder that the year begins on Simchat Torah, and this period we're in right now post- Oct. 7th is a restarting moment for a new era. 	Comment by Eve Cohen: This exhibition no longer exists so not relevant
g. The Codex was damaged many times, and repaired. We see the repairs in the form of scars across the book. 
Question: How are the Jewish people like this Codex? (Scars, tell stories, ancient yet modern) + Interactive 
2. Adi Ness's photography "Ruth and Naomi" Story of Ruth – the importance of honoring our family and ancestors, but focus on what the women are doing in this photo. Collecting food, seemingly left over in an outdoor market. 

Second floor:  
Emphasize that here we are talking about the stories of some of the greatest ups and downs in Jewish history and how they shaped us thus far... and that by the end of this floor we will perhaps see how the very worst things that have happened also led to some of the most impressive innovations, ideas, and peoplehood.
a. Masa video 
a. Franz Sacher - invented one of the most famous dishes of the celebrated Austrian cuisine, Sacha Torte when he was only 16 years old.
a. Sandy Kofax – Jewish leadership
Question: Do people in positions of Jewish prominence have to act in a certain way at times of upheaval? Is it the responsibility of Jewish celebrities to speak out for Jewish and Israeli causes?
a. Clear dresses
Explain background of installation.
Question: Which stories were not told, and why do we carry the responsibility to tell these unknown stories forward?
Question: Which stories do we hear/read today that we are intentionally NOT a part of? How do you feel about that? (Example: the #MeToo movement not condemning sexual abuse on Oct. 7)
a. Antiquity- destruction of Temple. 
5. This was done to us, but we focus here on how we as Jews responded to it 
5. Question: How did Jews respond to this? Depending on the group's knowledge level, they may be able to answer this question or they may need the guide to provide the answers (adapted the customs of the Temple and modified it to be modern synagogues; adapted to foreign cultures- learned their languages and traditions but clung to our own)
a. Golden Age + Spanish Inquisition 
6. Explain briefly the history of both Golden Age + Spanish inquisition. Emphasize the "up" and "down" of this story. 
6. Example: "As we move forward in history, we see yet another time in which a particular Jewish community's highest point turns quickly into a low. The Golden Age of Spain during the 12th-15th centuries marks a period of great Jewish thought, communal growth, and social and economic advancement for Jews. However, at the end of the 15th century, Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain announced the expulsion of Jews of Spain in 1492, and a few years later the same was true for the Jews of Portugal. Jews were forced to flee or convert. Many fled to different parts of the world, including China, India, and Holland. Their descendants were some of the first Jewish in the Western Hemisphere generations later. Some Jews however stayed in Spain and Portugal, and outwardly converted to Christianity but secretly retained their Jewish beliefs and practices. This group is known as Marranos, Anosim, Conversos or Crypto-Jews."
6. Highlight the decisions that were made for us vs. decisions we made for ourselves/how to react. The decisions our ancestors made for us (to flee/to adapt/to convert/to remember) impact our lives today. 
6. Photo from Belmonte of woman lighting Shabbat candles. Explain background. 
6. Bring into modern context: Jews today in some spaces do not feel comfortable with recognizable Jewish symbols (kippah, Star of David, etc.) and therefor must hide them. Some Jews have been wearing the silver dog tags for the hostages as the new "secret" Jewish symbol- anyone who doesn't know what it is will not recognize it as something Israeli. In other places in the world, some Jews feel compelled to represent their Judaism- some are wearing a Star of David or going to Hillel on campus now for the first time (something they may not have done before October 7th). 
6. Question for the group: Where do you find yourself in this situation? What about your colleagues, family or community members? Do you see a growth in Jewish connection post-Oct. 7? Or a growth in fear or anxiety about Jewish identity? Can the two coexist? Are we obligated to show our Jewish selves outwardly, even if we are fearful?
6. Movie of the family of Anusim baking matzot secretly in the basement. Many of the Jewish Festivals are tide to food both part of the celebration and symbolism. At great risk secret Jews or Anusim would continue to mark the festivals and customs associated with them in secret. In the 20th century we saw Jewish communities in the Soviet Union that had very little connection to their Jewish identities, outside of matza. The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, which was allowed to operate in partial scale in the Soviet Union, was permitted to hand out a box of matza to each Jew living in a certain city. From this, we have a general sense of Jewish population numbers in the Soviet Union (a more traditional census counting was forbidden). Number of boxes of matza = estimated 1-2 Jews. 
a. 19th/20th century political movements
7. Herzl and the Dreyfus Case. Explain background- Jews were at a peak of newly found freedom of religion and social status in many parts of the world. Not perfect, but the most amount of freedom Jews had experienced in centuries. Yet they still were exposed to pogroms and antisemitism. Herzl who was a secular Jew and had a Christmas tree in his lounge felt a moment of profound “Peoplehood” when he saw the open call of “death to the Jews” on the streets of Paris while he was covering the Dreyfus trial as a journalist. Paris was the home of liberty, fraternity and equality! He becomes the founder of the World Zionist congress and becomes instrumental in the movement towards a Nation State for the Jewish People. Jews had to decide what was the answer to their problems: socialism/Zionism/etc. Where should they live? 

7. Show borscht video. 
Question: Does the conversation between these siblings in the video have come up at your family dinner table? If they work for a Jewish institution: in the workplace? In your Jewish community or synagogue? The Jewish world post-Oct. 7 is on the one hand feels more united in many ways. In Israel the pre-Oct. 7 political and religious divisions have faded with the war. On the other hand, the way we as a global Jewish community have responded to Israel's War in Gaza can be incredibly fracturing. Examples: arguments about how to best help Israel- money, volunteering, political movements; pro-Zionist vs. anti-Zionist Jewish organizations and individuals. 


a. USSR
8. 1987 march in DC (there were 200k) ; 2023 March in DC (had 290k live and 250k streaming). Both the largest gathering of Jewish people in history at the time. 
8. Question: Are Jews obligated to speak up for one another? Or is it simply a good thing to do? Are Jewish celebrities obligated to speak up? Acknowledge the fact that they are choosing also to spend their time/money to come to Israel at a dangerous time and support Jews they don't all know. After Oct. 7, everyone felt the pain of peoplehood. 
8. Connect ‘Let My People Go!’ with the story of Moses (which they can see in the video across the gallery)
8. Link butterfly necklace to this necklace as ongoing string of symbolism. 
a. Israel
Simcha Blass – drip irrigation
With the establishment of State of Israel – late 40s and 50s there was an extreme food shortage and the new country had to absorb thousands of Jewish refugees from Europe and surrounding Arab countries. Simcha Blass is probably one of the most well-known names in the discovery of drip irrigation. Strangely enough, this discovery was made almost accidentally. While spending time in the desert regions of southern Israel, Blass noticed that one tree near his location seemed to be prospering better that all the other nearby foliage. His technology, was exported around the world, impacting the lives of hundreds of millions of people as part of the mid-century Green Revolution. Locally, his water technology enabled Israel to expand its arable agricultural land, allowing the Negev Desert to be populated, developed, and utilized for Israel’s economy.

Third Floor:
1. Individuals + family portraits
1. Allow participants to explore
2. Question: Each of these individuals answer the question "For me, being Jewish is…". How would you answer this question now, and how is this answer different since October 7th/since you've been in Israel?
2. Food Interactive & Cookbooks
As Jews travelled and moved throughout the world they were influenced by the cultures around but also they left their own unique footprint on the culture in which they lived. One good example to show is One of the foods that appears in the interactive and is very identified with Moroccan Jewry is couscous, which actually arrived in Israel with the immigrants from the Maghreb countries. You are invited to learn about other dishes that have received a place of honor in Jewish cuisine and even prepare them without getting your hands dirty.

3. Leonard Cohen guitar. Tell story of the Yom Kippur War and his songs.
1. In 1973 during the Yom Kippur War, Leonard Cohen left his home on Hydra, Greece to come to Israel with the intention to volunteer. While he was sitting in a coffee shop in Tel Aviv, he was recognized by IDF soldiers who were on their way to Sinai. They begged him to come with them and perform for the soldiers there. He originally hesitated- he didn't have his guitar. The soldiers found him a guitar to borrow, he joined them, and he performed in front of soldiers. He was broadcast on the radio. 
2. Leonard Cohen felt the pain of peoplehood, had his Hineni moment. He just HAD to be in Israel. Connect it with participants in your group- they could be doing good things for Israel from their homes. But there is something special about showing up in Israel. 
3. Question: Can you think of any other example of Jewish tradition where the mitzvah is in showing up to something?
4. Connect with the mitzvah of attending a shiva. True, you can send food or donate money in someone's honor. But the mitzvah is in showing up and being there. 
Sikkum:
Review things your group has seen in the tour. Allow for any questions or final thoughts participants want to share. We find our Jewish worlds seemingly turned upside down in since Oct. 7 and the ongoing aftermath around the Jewish world. However, when we take a step back and look at the larger picture of the Jewish people, including the oscillating narrative of the Jewish story, we see that we are not alone. Our ancestors held on to traditions, texts and identity through the good and the bad. They deeply understood the beauty and importance of being part of the Jewish people. This is the time to tap into the resilience passed down to us from generations before, and look ahead at how we bring our Jewish pride and joy into the rest of our lives.
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