
I’M THAT ALWAYS WRITING JEW. THAT FOOTNOTE CITING JEW. 
THAT ACADEMIC JEW. SCHOLAR JEW. THAT THINKING JEW, AND 
LET ME TELL YOU SOMETHING JEW. WORKER JEW. WHITE 
COLLAR JEW. THAT TEND THE FLOCK AND HERDER JEW. THAT 
CALLOUSED FOOT AND HAND JEW. THAT ROAM THE BARREN 
SANDS JEW, THAT TILLS AND WORKS THE LAND JEW. THAT OLD 
JEW. NEW JEW. THAT MAKES THE DESERT GROW JEW.
 
THAT ALWAYS TRYING TO MAKE THINGS JUST A LITTLE BETTER 
JEW. AT THE SAME TIME DON’T MIND IF I’M A SELF-CENTERED 
JEW. I’M THAT PERSISTENCE SWEAT IT OUT JEW. THAT I MADE IT 
BIG BECAUSE I EARNED IT JEW. THAT GIVE ME WHAT I WANT 
BECAUSE I KNOW THAT I DESERVE IT JEW.
 
THAT ARROGANT JEW. THAT HUMBLE JEW. THAT WHATEVER JEW 
I’M IN THE MOOD TO BE JEW, JUST LIKE YOU. THAT OH YES, I’M 
JUST GETTING STARTED JEW.
 
I’M THAT ISRAELI JEW. THAT CARIBBEAN JEW. THAT ENGLISH, 
INDIAN, SEPHARDIC JEW. THAT ASHKENAZI 
BLONDE-AND-BLUE-EYED NO I’M NOT A SHIKSA JEW. NEW 
YORK JEW. LA JEW. AUSTRALIA AND UKRAINE JEW. THAT 
RUSSIAN, SOUTH AFRICAN, ETHIOPIAN, AND FRENCH 
#JESUISJUIF JEW.
 
THAT PROUD OF BEING JEWISH JEW. THAT JESUS JEW. JUDAS 
JEW. THAT DON’T KNOW WHY I’M STILL BEING PERSECUTED 
JEW. SCAPEGOAT JEW. THAT WHENEVER WE’RE MURDERED YOU 
PROBABLY THINK WE HAD IT COMING JEW. BUT STILL, NOT 
AFRAID TO WEAR MY STAR OF DAVID AM ISRAEL CHAI JEW.
 
I’M THAT FEELING THE WORLD HAS GONE MAD AND DAMN IT I 
WANT TO GET OFF JEW. THAT WAY TOO MUCH HORROR IN THE 
NEWS EVERYWHERE I TURN JEW. THAT FED UP WITH ISIS 
BEHEADING CHRISTIANS KNIFE WIELDING SUICIDE BOMBING 
LUNATICS JEW. THAT DISGUSTED BY BOKO HARAM BOSTON 
MARATHON LINDT CAFE PAKISTANI SCHOOL CHILDREN KILLERS 
AND I’VE HAD ENOUGH OF RADICAL ISLAM TO LAST ME A 
LIFETIME JEW. THAT THEY’RE KILLING SO MANY OF THEIR OWN 
BUT SOMEHOW WE’RE BLAMED FOR THAT TOO JEW. THAT WAKE 
UP WORLD, JEW. 
 
I’M THAT YOU DON’T WANT TO HEAR THIS BUT I DON’T GIVE A 
DAMN WHAT YOU THINK JEW. THAT YOU’RE JUST GONNA HAVE 
TO DEAL WITH IT JEW. THAT BULLIED IN HIGH SCHOOL BECAUSE I 
WAS ROCKING A YARMULKE JEW. THAT STANDING UP TO YOU 
JEW. THAT TALK TO THE HAND JEW.
 
I’M THAT IRON DOME CHEERING FAN CLUB WHERE WERE YOU 
WHEN THE MISSILES WERE RAINING DOWN ON TEL AVIV JEW. 
THAT JUST SHALOM MOTHERFUCKERED YOU OFF MY FACEBOOK 
PAGE JEW. THAT SICK OF YOUR DOUBLE STANDARDS JEW. THAT 
UN TODAY EQUALS USELESS NATIONS TO ME JEW. THAT WILL 
FIGHT IT OUT IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM WITH ME JEW. AND YET – 
I’M THAT DESPERATELY WANTING TO LIVE SIDE BY SIDE IN PEACE 

WITH YOU JEW. THAT GET TO KNOW ME AND YOU’LL SEE WE’RE 
NOT SO BAD LIKE THEY MAKE US OUT TO BE JEW. BINGO. I’M 
THAT “WHO KNEW?” JEW.
 
I’M THAT NEEDING TO EXPLAIN JEW. THAT LET’S FIGURE IT OUT 
TOGETHER JEW. THAT QUESTIONING JEW. THE NEVER, EVER JUST 
ONE ANSWER JEW. THAT CONTEMPLATIVE JEW. THAT 
WILD-HAIRED GENIUS JEW. THAT PSYCHOANALYTICAL AND LET 
ME TELL YOU SOMETHING ABOUT YOU AND YOUR MOTHER JEW. 
THAT NEVER CLAIMED TO BE PERFECT JEW. 
I’M THAT SHELF SAGGING WITH NOBEL PRIZES JEW. THAT 
BRILLIANT SCIENTIST JEW. THAT ASTRONAUT JEW. THAT 
INVENTOR OF SOMETHING THAT’S PART OF YOUR EVERYDAY LIFE 
BUT YOU DON’T EVEN KNOW IT JEW.
 
BUT I’M ALSO THAT LET’S LAUGH IT UP JEW. THAT I'M ON A 
BOAT IT’S GOOD TO BE THE KING JEW. NOT THAT THERE’S 
ANYTHING WRONG WITH THAT, BUT I’M THAT NEW RULES IN 
YOUR FACE, BUTT-KICKING, SASSY, SEXY SMART WONDER 
WOMAN JEW. THAT HARVARD ACTRESS DIRECTOR AND PRINCESS 
LEIA’S MOTHER ALL ROLLED INTO ONE JEW. THAT FIDDLER ON 
THE ROOF, ALWAYS PERFORMING BUT DAMN – I’M GONE TO 
SOON JEW.
 
I’M THAT LOX AND BAGEL NOSHING JEW. THAT FALAFEL AND 
HUMMUS EATING JEW. THAT COUSCOUS, SCHNITZEL, LATKES 
AND MATZAH BALL SOUP JEW. I’M THAT ONLY LIBERAL 
DEMOCRACY IN THE MIDDLE EAST JEW. I’M THAT BECAME A 
REFUGEE WHEN MY ANCESTORS WERE KICKED OUT OF ARAB 
LANDS JEW.
 
I’M THAT POLITICAL JEW. THAT ACTIVIST JEW. THAT GAY JEW 
AND FEMALE RABBI JEW. THAT EAT A BIG MAC BUT WON’T 
TOUCH BACON JEW. THAT LOOKING FOR THE TRUTH FOREVER 
WANDERING JEW. THAT JUST WANT TO BE MARRIED UNDER A 
CHUPPAH AND BREAK A GLASS UNDER MY HEEL JEW.
 
I’M THAT MERRY CHRISTMAS, RAMADAN KAREEM, HAVE A 
GOOD WHATEVER YOU’RE CELEBRATING JEW. I’M THAT HINDU 
HIGH-FIVING, SIKH FIST-BUMPING, CHRISTIAN LOVING, MUSLIM 
FRIEND-HAVING, BUDDHIST AND BAHA’I LOVE TO GET TO KNOW 
YOU BETTER JEW.
 
I’M THAT RELIGIOUS JEW. THAT SECULAR LOVING MY HERITAGE 
JEW. THAT BROTHER IN ARMS JEW. HERO JEW. SOLDIER TURNED 
OLIVE BRANCH HOLDING JEW. THAT PUT THREE BULLETS IN MY 
BACK BUT YOU WON’T KILL MY DREAM JEW. THAT YEARNING 
FOR PEACE AND I’VE NEVER BEEN TO ISRAEL BUT I’LL GET THERE 
SOMEDAY BECAUSE IT’S MY HOMELAND JEW. THAT ALMOST 
6000 YEARS AND I’M STILL STANDING JEW. THAT HATIKVA 
SINGING WITH A TEAR IN MY EYE JEW.
 
I’M THAT WON’T APOLOGISE FOR SURVIVING JEW. THAT 
FIGHTING FOR MY RIGHTS JEW. THAT NUMBER ONE AND 
NUMBER SIX MILLION AND EVERY NUMBER IN BETWEEN JEW. 
THAT LEARNED FROM WHAT HAPPENED TO US IN THE 
HOLOCAUST JEW. THAT NEVER EVER AGAIN JEW.
 
I’M THAT WISH THERE WERE MORE OF US JEW. THAT CREATIVE 
JEW, BUSINESS, FUNK AND FOLK JEW. THAT DANCER JEW. 
PAINTER JEW. THAT TAILOR, BAKER, WEDDING SINGER JEW. 
THAT NEUROTIC JEW, PART JEW, LET LOVE RULE AND WANNABE 
HONORARY JEW.
 
I’M THAT LUCKY FATHER JEW. THAT HUSBAND TO A WONDERFUL 
WOMAN JEW. THAT SON TO LOVING PARENTS WHO WORKED 
HARD SO I WOULD BE HAPPY JEW. THAT GRANDSON TO THOSE 
WHO SUFFERED SO WE WOULD JUST MAKE IT JEW. THAT 
THANKS TO THEM, I’VE GOT MY WHOLE LIFE AHEAD OF ME JEW.
 
I’M THAT EVERYTHING’S GOT A REASON FOR BEING AND I’LL 
KEEP LOOKING FOR THE ANSWER JEW. THAT WRITING THIS TO 
ALL MY JEWISH BROTHERS AND SISTERS JEW. AND TO THOSE 
WHO AREN’T JEWISH BUT GET THIS AND SHOW ME LOVE - I’M 
THAT WRITING THIS TO YOU TOO WITH UTMOST RESPECT JEW.
 
I’M THAT BELIEVER THAT WE’RE GOING TO BE OKAY BECAUSE 
THERE’S NO OTHER CHOICE JEW. THAT HANG IN THERE AND 
KEEP YOUR HEAD UP JEW. THAT HUMAN DIGNITY WILL PREVAIL 
AND THE WORLD IS MADE UP OF DECENT PEOPLE JEW. AND 
THAT BELIEVER THAT THE DECENT PEOPLE WILL WIN IN THE END 
JEW.
 
NOT A WISHFUL THINKING JEW.
JUST TRUE, JEW.



I’M THAT WISH
THERE WERE
MORE OF US JEW.

THAT ALWAYS
TRYING TO MAKE
THINGS JUST
A LITTLE BETTER
JEW

THAT WHATEVER JEW
I’M IN THE MOOD TO BE JEW,
JUST LIKE YOU

I spoke to a friend in France shortly after the Charlie Hebdo 
massacre, where radical Islamic terrorists entered a kosher 
supermarket and gunned down innocent Jewish shoppers simply 
because they were Jewish.

She told me she was (understandably) scared and wasn't telling 
anyone she was Jewish. That triggered something in me to write this, 
and later, I turned it into a short film that went viral online. My 
objective was to make a statement: We should be proud of our 
heritage, accomplishments and spirit, just like anyone else.

And we shouldn’t be shy about it. We love life, we're strong, smart, 
funny, beautiful, talented, resilient, educated, hard-working, positive 
and so much more. We’re okay. In fact, we’re more than okay. We 
rock.This narrative was my way of reminding us of that, lest we ever 
forget.
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WHY I WROTE “I’M THAT JEW”
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