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U&I+SRAELI Story
Israel for me is.... 

Israel is my center of faith and spirituality

 Jacob’s Dream

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 
He came to a certain place and stayed there for 
the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of 
the stones of the place, he put it under his head 
and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top 
of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God 
were ascending and descending on it. And the 
Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the Lord, 
the God of Abraham your father and the God of 
Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you 
and to your offspring; 

(Genesis 28, 10-14, NRSV)

 Ahad Ha’am  (Zionist leader, 1856-1927)

The secret of our people’s persistence is [---] 
that at a very early period the Prophets taught 
[---] to respect only spiritual power, and not to 
worship material power. For this reason the clash 
with enemies stronger than itself never brought 
the Jewish nation, as it did the other nations 
of antiquity, to the point of self-effacement. 
So long as we are faithful to this principle, our 
existence has a secure basis: for in spiritual 
power we are not inferior to other nations, and 
we have no reason to efface ourselves.

 (The Jewish State and the Jewish Problem, 1897)

 Babylonian Talmud (5th Century Iraq)

If one is standing outside Eretz (the land of) 
Israel, he should turn towards Eretz Israel, as it 
says in the Bible “And pray unto Thee towards 
their land”. If he stands in Eretz Israel he should 
turn towards Jerusalem, as is written “And they 
pray unto the Lord toward the city which Thou 
hast chosen”. If he is standing in Jerusalem he 
should turn towards the Sanctuary […] If he 
is standing in the Sanctuary, he should turn 
towards the Holy of Holies 

(Berakoth 30a)

Rabbi Nachman (Rabbi and the first 
Breslov Rebbe, 1772-1810)

A great-grandson of the Baal Shem-Tov, the 
founder of Jewish Hasidism, Rabbi Nachhman 
was an influential thinker, and founded the 
Breslov Hasidic movement.

Rabbi Meir Yehiel of Ostrovtse 
(Hasidic Rabbi, 1851-1992)

I am from the land of Israel, only that due to our 
sins we were exiled and I’m resided in Ostrovtse 
(in Poland). And so every person who is asked 
where he is from, must answer: I am from the 
Land of Israel, only that for now I am temporarily 
in exile.

Louis D. Brandeis (Jewish American, 
US Supreme Court Justice, 1856-1941)

To be good Americans, we must be better Jews, 
and to be better Jews, we must become Zionists.

Israel Zangwill (Author, Playwright 
and Zionist leader, 1864-1926)

A Zionism without Zion is better than a Zion 
without Zionism

Israel is just one important place for the Jewish 
people, among several others

Leon Blum (French-Jewish, three-time 
Prime Minister of France, 1872-1950)

[Israel is] a homeland of respect, equality and 
freedom for all those Jews that did not, like me, 
find a homeland in their lands of residence.

The Babylonian Talmud 
(5th Century Iraq)

R. Elazar ha-Kappar has said: The synagogues 
and houses of learning in Babylon will in the time 
to come be planted in Eretz Israel 

(Megillah 29a)

The Israelites' Plight in Egypt

After a long time the king of Egypt died. The 
Israelites groaned under their slavery, and cried 
out. Out of the slavery their cry for help rose 
up to God. God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. God looked upon the Israelites, and 
God took notice of them (Exodus 2 23-26, NRSV)
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery 
of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their 
cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I 
know their sufferings, and I have come down to 
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up out of that land to a good and broad 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey

 (Exodus 2 7-9, NRSV)

 Israel’s Declaration of Independence 
(1948)

The catastrophe which recently befell the 
Jewish people - the massacre of millions of Jews 
in Europe - was another clear demonstration 
of the urgency of solving the problem of its 
homelessness by re-establishing in Eretz-Israel 
the Jewish State, which would open the gates of 
the homeland wide to every Jew and confer upon 
the Jewish people the status of a fully privileged 
member of the comity of nations. 

Israel is the only safe haven of The Jewish people

Thedor Herzl
  (Zionist Leader, 1860-1904)

The Zionist movement represented by the annual 
congresses of delegates from all countries has as 
its goal to create in Palestine the legally assured 
home for the Jewish people. 

(Letter to Tommaso Tittoni, Italian Foreign Minister, 
February 13, 1904, Translated by J. Fred McDonald)

 Martin Buber (Philosopher, 1878-1965)

For the Bible tells us - and our inmost knowledge 
testifies to it - that once, more than three 
thousand years ago, our entry into this land was 
in the consciousness of a mission from above to 
set up a just way of life through the generations 
of our people: […] communal ownership of 
the land, regularly recurrent levelling of social 
distinctions, guarantee of the independence of 
each individual, mutual help, a common Sabbath 
embracing serf and beast as beings with equal 
claim, a sabbatical year whereby, letting the 
soil rest, everybody is admitted to the free 
enjoyment of its fruits.

 (Open Letter to Gandhi Regarding
 Palestine, February 24th, 1939)

 The Babylonian Talmud 
(5th Century Iraq)

The land of Israel lacks nothing, as is written in 
the bible: "A land wherein thou shalt eat bread 
without scarceness, thou shalt not lack anything in it”.

 (Berakoth, 36b)

 Nachman Syrkin
(Zionist Thinker, 1868-1924)
The Jewish state should hold dear the ideals of 
Justice, Virtue and Social Solidarity (1903)

I will always love Israel

 The Zohar (13th Century Spain) 

When God created the world he separated it, 
[the land] fit for settling on one side and barren 
[land] on the other, and the land for settling he 
wound around one point, and what is that point 
– the holy land, for the holy land is the center 
of the world, and at the center of the holy land 
is Jerusalem, and at the center of Jerusalem is 
the Holy of Holies. And all the food and all the 
splendor of the world comes down through there, 
and you don’t have any place in the world that 
isn’t nourished from there.

 (Parashat VaYetze)

ISRAEL

ISRAEL

Michael Chabon 
(Jewish-American Author, 1963- )

I can imagine another Yisroel, the youngest 
nation on the North American continent, 
founded in the former Alaska Territory during 
World War II as a resettlement zone for the Jews 
of Europe. (For a brief while, I once read, Franklin 
Roosevelt was nearly sold on such a plan) … This 
Yisroel--or maybe it would be called Alyeska--
is a kind of Jewish Sweden, social-democratic, 
resource rich, prosperous… 

(“Say it in Yiddish!” 1997)

Isaac Asimov (Jewish-American 
Science Fiction Author, 1920-1992)

I remember how it was in 1948 when Israel was 
being established and all my Jewish friends were 
ecstatic, I was not. I said: what are we doing? We 
are establishing ourselves in a ghetto

Is Israel still relevant to me?

Yehuda Amichay
(Israeli Poet, 1924-2000)

Why Jerusalem, why not New York
[…]
Why Jerusalem, why me
Why not Athens and Egypt and Mexico
And India and Burma, the temples are 
already there
The domes already golden, the pillars 
already standing

(Excerpt from “Jerusalem Jerusalem
 Why Jerusalem”)
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